Innominate osteotomy in Perthes' disease. A radiological survey of results.
Perthes' disease involving the whole of the femoral head in 36 children was treated by innominate osteotomy. Radiographs of all cases were reviewed to see the effect of the osteotomy on the shape, the degree of acetabular cover and any subluxation of the diseased femoral head. All femoral heads which were circular before operation remained so, and over half of the previously deformed heads became circular after the osteotomy. The improved acetabular cover provided by the osteotomy resulted in a CE angle of 25 degrees or more in 92% of hips. Possible subluxation of the femoral head was studied by inspecting Shenton's line. If this was intact before operation it remained so; of the 14 which were broken before operation, 11 were restored to normal after osteotomy. We conclude that innominate osteotomy is a worthwhile procedure for Perthes' disease involving the whole of the femoral head.